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THE  NEW  SESSION 


FACULTY  ITEMS 


The  New  Session 

Columbia  Theological  Seminary  will  open  for  the 
school  year  1955-56  on  Thursday,  September  22.  The 
opening  exercises  of  the  year  will  be  held  in  the  seminary 
chapel  that  evening  at  8:00  o'clock  with  the  principal 
address  to  be  delivered  by  President  J.  McDowell 
Richards. 

Approximately  seventy-five  men  have  been  accepted 
in  the  new  class  which  will  matriculate  on  September  22, 
and  a  capacity  enrollment  is  in  prospect.  New  students 
are  requested  to  register  on  September  19  and  20  and 
will  attend  an  orientation  program  which  has  been  ar- 
ranged for  September  20-22.  Members  of  the  Middle 
Class  are  expected  to  register  on  September  21,  and 
members  of  the  Senior  Class  during  the  day  of  Sep- 
tember 22. 

The  calendar  of  Columbia  Seminary  has  been  altered 
this  year  in  order  that  it  may  correspond  exactly  with 
the  academic  calendars  of  Emory  University  and  Agnes 
Scott  College.  This  arrangement  will  be  of  distinct  ad- 
vantage to  individual  students  in  each  of  these  institu- 
tions since  it  will  permit  a  free  exchange  of  courses  when 
that  is  desired. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  F 

The  Southern  Presbyterian  Church  as  a  whole  and 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary  in  particular  suffered 
heavy  loss  in  the  death  on  July  2,  1955,  of  Dr.  Frank  C. 
Brown.  Dr.  Brown,  who  had  served  with  distinction  in 
various  pastorates  of  our  Church  and  who,  in  1940, 
was  elected  as  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly, 
had  been  connected  with  the  life  of  this  institution  since 
the  summer  of  1952.  During  his  three  brief  years  as  a 
professor  here  in  Bible  and  Practical  Theology,  he  had 
endeared  himself  to  all  members  of  the  student  body  and 
faculty,  and  his  presence  had  been  a  source  of  inspira- 
tion and  of  blessing  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

It  is  hoped  that  at  a  later  date  an  appropriate  me- 
morial to  Dr.  Brown  can  be  published,  and  consequently 
no  attempt  will  be  made  to  include  a  lengthy  tribute  to 
him  in  this  bulletin. 

The  following  words  which  are  quoted  from  a  paper 
written  in  the  spring  of  1955  by  Mr.  Leighton  F.  S. 
Ford,  then  the  president  of  the  student  body  of  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary,  may  appropriately  be  printed 
however  as  expressing  in  brief  form  the  sentiments  of 
all  members  of  the  seminary  family: 


Faculty  Items 

DR.   WILLIAM   C.   ROBINSON 
GRANTED  SABBATIC  LEAVE 

Dr.  William  C.  Robinson  who,  since  1927,  has  been 
Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church  Polity 
at  Columbia  Seminary  has  been  granted  sabbatic  leave 
of  absence  for  the  school  year  1955-56.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Robinson  will  sail  for  Great  Britain  early  in  September 
and  expect  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  fall  term  of  Cam- 
bridge University.  During  the  winter  they  expect  to  go 
to  Basel,  Switzerland,  where  Dr.  Robinson  will  con- 
tinue his  studies,  and  later  in  the  year  they  plan  to  travel 
to  the  Near  East  and  to  spend  some  time  in  Palestine. 
Dr.  Robinson  expects  to  return  to  Decatur  in  time  to 
resume  his  teaching  duties  at  the  opening  of  the  fall 
quarter  in  1956. 

DR.  JOHN  LEITH  TO  SERVE  AS 

GUEST  PROFESSOR  IN  CHURCH  HISTORY 

Dr.  John  Haddon  Leith,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Auburn,  Alabama,  has  been  granted  permis- 


ANK  C.  BROWN 


"Dear  Dr.  Brown: 
"I  know  nothing  more  fitting  than  that  I  should  dedicate 
this  brief  paper  to  you,  in  thankfulness  to  God  for  your 
wisdom  as  a  father  in  the  faith,  for  your  patience  and 
love  for  us  through  three  years,  for  your  constant 
prayers,  for  your  practical  and  helpful  courses,  tor 
your  patience  in  tribulation  which  has  been  an  example 
to  all  of  us,  for  your  faithfulness  to  Christ  and  His 
Word  for  your  love  for  evangelism  and  passion  for  the 
lost,  and  most  of  all,  for  the  fact  that  I  have  seen  'Jesus 
in  you'. 
"Thank  you,  sir,   for  all  you  have  meant.   From  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  thank  you.  We  shall  continue  to 
.  .  .  praise  God  for  you. 
"With  much  love,  affection,  and  respect." 

The  students  and  faculty  of  this  institution  have  been 
greatly  saddened  by  the  passing  of  this  friend  from  our 
midst  but  will  share  in  a  continuing  sense  of  triumph 
as  they  think  of  one  whose  fight  was  indeed  well  fought, 
whose  course  has  been  finished,  and  who  kept  the  faith. 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  him  "a  crown  of  right- 
eousness. " 


sion  by  his  congregation  to  spend  several  days  each 
week  at  Columbia  Seminary  during  the  coming  school 
year  and  to  teach  all  required  courses  and  certain  elec- 
tive work  in  Church  History.  Dr.  Leith  is  a  native  of 
Due  West.  S.  C,  and  a  graduate  of  Erskine  College. 
After  earning  his  B.D.  at  Columbia  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  1943  Summa  Cum  Laude  and  being  awarded 
an  Alumni  Fellowship  for  graduate  study,  he  was  for 
three  years  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.  During  that  time  he  earned  his 
Th.M.  Degree  at  Vanderbilt  University,  and  later  be- 
came a  student  of  Yale  University  where  he  was  award- 
ed his  Ph.D.  in  1949.  Dr.  Leith  was  a  Fellow  of  the 
National  Council  on  Religion  in  Higher  Education  for 
the  years  1946-48.  He  has  served  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Auburn  since  1948  and  has 
led  in  the  building  program  which  made  possible  the 
beautiful  new  sanctuary  of  that  church. 

DR.  JAMES  M.  ROBINSON  TO  TEACH  AS 

GUEST  PROFESSOR  IN  BIBLICAL  THEOLOGY 

Dr.  James  M.  Robinson,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biblical 
Theology  in  the  Candler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory 
University,  has  been  granted  permission  by  that  institu- 
tion to  teach  certain  courses  at  Columbia  Seminary 
during  the  school  session  which  begins  in  September. 
Dr.  Robinson  is  the  son  of  Professor  William  C.  Robin- 
son, and  was  reared  on  the  campus  of  this  institution. 
Dr.  Robinson's  undergraduate  work  was  taken  at  David- 
son College  where  he  graduated  Summa  Cum  Laude 
and  was  elected  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  His  basic 
theological  training  was  taken  at  Columbia  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  where  he  received  his  B.D.  Degree, 
Magna  Cum  Laude  in  1946,  being  awarded  a  Bryan 
Fellowship  for  Graduate  Study.  Following  his  graduation 
from  this  institution,  he  served  for  one  year  as  Assistant 
Professor  of  Bible  at  Davidson  College.  Dr.  Robinson's 
graduate  theological  study  was  taken  at  the  University 
of  Basel,  at  the  University  of  Marburg,  at  the  University 
of  Paris,  and  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  He  re- 
ceived his  D.Theol.  Degree  from  the  University  of 
Basel  in  1952  with  the  distinction  Summa  Cum  Laude, 
and  his  Th.D.  Degree  from  Princeton  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  1955.  Since  1952  Dr.  Robinson  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Candler  School  of  The- 
ology. He  is,  however,  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.  S.,  and  a  member  of  Atlanta  Presbytery.  Dr. 
Robinson  will  offer  an  elective  course  in  Biblical  The- 
ology during  each  quarter  of  the  school  year. 


DR.  DAVID  B.  WALTHALL  TO  SERVE 

AS  GUEST   PROFESSOR  OF 

CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION 

Announcement  has  recently  been  made  in  the  church 
press  that  Dr.  David  B.  Walthall  of  Richmond,  Va.,  is  to 
become  Regional  Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
the  Synod  of  Georgia,  and  to  serve  as  a  part-time  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  of  Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
beginning  this  year.  Dr.  Walthall  is  a  son  of  the  Presby- 
terian manse  and  a  graduate  of  Davidson  College  and  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond,  and  earned 
his  Th.D.  Degree  from  that  institution  in  1935.  He  has 
also  done  postgraduate  work  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia and  at  Columbia  University  in  New  York  City. 
For  the  past  six  years  Dr.  Walthall  has  served  as  Di- 
rector of  Leadership  Education  for  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Christian  Education  with  headquarters  in 
Richmond. 

It  is  expected  that  after  moving  to  Atlanta  Dr.  Wal- 
thall will  teach  all  of  the  required  courses  in  Christian 
Education  at  Columbia  Theological  Seminary.  Dr.  Man- 
ford  G.  Gutzke,  who  has  served  at  Columbia  Seminary 
as  professor  both  of  English  Bible  and  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, will  continue  to  offer  certain  elective  courses 
in  the  field  of  Christian  Education  but  will  be  free  to  de- 
vote his  major  attention  to  work  in  English  Bible.  This 
arrangement  has  been  made  necessary  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  student  body  in  recent  years  and  with  the 
increasingly  heavy  demands  that  have  thus  been  im- 
posed upon  the  faculty. 

DR.  ROBERT  L.  STAMPER  TO  SERVE 

AS  VICE  PRESIDENT  IN  CHARGE 

OF  DEVELOPMENT 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  in  May,  it 
was  clearly  recognized  that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
seminary  must  plan  in  a  large  way  for  the  future  and 
must  take  steps  to  provide  for  a  marked  increase  both 
of  its  physical  equipment  and  of  its  endowment.  In 
order  to  assist  in  projecting  this  program  over  a  period 
of  the  next  several  years,  it  has  secured  Dr.  Robert 
Lansing  Stamper  of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  to  serve  as  Vice 
President  in  charge  of  Development. 

Dr.  Stamper  is  a  native  of  Lansing,  N.  C,  and  a 
graduate  of  King  College.  After  earning  his  B.D.  Degree 
from  Columbia  Seminary  in  1943,  he  at  once  enlisted 


as  a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  served 
overseas  with  the  Marines.  After  his  release  from  service 
at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  Dr.  Stamper  enrolled  at 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary  for  graduate  work  and 
earned  his  Th.M.  in  1949.  He  continued  his  post- 
graduate studies  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  and  was  awarded  his  Th.D.  Degree  at 
that  institution  in  1953.  During  the  Korean  conflict  Dr. 
Stamper  re-entered  the  Navy  as  a  chaplain  and  again 
served  overseas  with  our  armed  forces.  For  the  past  two 
years  he  has  been  assistant  to  President  R.  T.  L.  Liston 
at  King  College  and  has  contributed  much  to  the  success 
of  the  $1,000,000.00  campaign  of  that  institution  which 
is  now  nearing  completion.  Dr.  Stamper  is  a  member  of 
North  Alabama  Presbytery,  by  which  he  was  ordained 
in  1943. 

MR.  CLIVE  FRANKLIN  JACKS 

TO  SERVE  AS  INSTRUCTOR 

Mr.  Clive  Franklin  Jacks  of  Decatur,  Ga.,  has  been 
elected  Instructor  in  Greek  and  Hebrew  at  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  for  the  coming  year.  Mr.  Jacks  is 
a  native  of  Decatur,  Ga.,  and  in  1952  graduated  with 
high  honors  from  Emory  University  where  he  was  elect- 
ed to  membership  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  In  May  1955, 
Mr.  Jacks  received  his  B.D.  Degree  from  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  with  the  distinction  Magna  Cum 
Laude.  His  presence  on  the  campus  to  teach  courses  in 
Beginners'  Greek  and  Hebrew  will  make  it  possible  for 
various  classes  to  be  taught  in  smaller  sections  and  will 
free  Doctors  Cartledge  and  Gailey  for  the  teaching  of 
more  advanced  courses  in  exegesis. 


